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During the past summer 2nd autumn, our fellow-citizens have
had abundant reason to be thankful to an over-ruling Providence,
for the health which has pervaded all parts of our State, the pros-
perity which has marked eveiy branch of indus'ry, and the con-
sequent peace and contentment exhivited in ul! the conditions of
lite. The resumption of specie payments by the Banks on the 13th
of August last, hias unquestionably contributed largely to the gene-
ral prosperity. The conduct of those institutions, through the
gloomy and perilous petiod of the suspension, their prompt and
unceasing efforts to relieve, to the extent of their abilities, the em-
barrassments of the community, and to protect the various inierests
commi:ted to their eharge, and their evident anxiety to resume the
payment of their obligations in the precious coins, so soon as it
could he donc consistently with higher considerations, entitle them
to the respect and confidence of the Legislature, and of every class
of our people. '

As I consider the vigorous prosecution, and early completion, of
the wotks of Internal Improvement, of vital importanee to the
State, I cannot withhold the expression of the continued and deep
solicitude 1feel upon thissubjet. The spirit of Internal Improve-
ment, is the churacteristic of the age, it pervades this country; itis
rife in Great Britain; it is rapidly extending over the continent of
Europe, and it -has recently accomplished the gigantic feat of sub-
jecting the ocean that divides the old world from the new,to the .
mastery of steam. [ts progress is everywhere marked by the de- .
velopment of national resources, and the multiplication of the
avenues of individual wealth and prosperity. - Situated, geographi-
cally, as Maryland is, there is perhaps no State in the Union, more
dependent upon Internal Improvement, nor one that offers greater
advantages for the prosecution of the system. The territory of the
State, lying for a long distance on both sides of the Chesapeake
Bay, encloses its head waters, and, gradually narrowing, extends
far westwardly along the Potomac to the northern fountain of that
river, where it again widens, so as to e.nbrace one of the richest
mineral distriets of the United States. ‘T'he chief city of Maryland,
at the western extremity of the Chesspeake, is thus brought neaver
to the region, watered by the Mississppi, and its tributaries, than
any other of the cities on the Atlantic sea beard, and the great high
way to the West, opened by the Potomac through the mountains,
not only finds its appropriate terminus at Baltimore, but passes
through, and throws open to capital, industry and skill, the inex-
haustible treasures of coal and iron, which, but for such avenue to
market, would be comparatively inaccessable and valueless. Two
of the principal works in which the State 1s interested, will not
only answer the most important purpose of connecting the empori-
um of the State with the vast country beyond the Alleganies in the
closest bonds ot commerecial intercourse, but at the same time, they
will develope to their utmost extent, resources, whose value tothe



